


















STEM Exposure At SUNY Old Westbury
By Westbury Times Staff - April 27, 2016

Westbury High School students headed to the campus of 
SUNY Old Westbury last week as part of their ongoing par-
ticipation in President Barack Obama’s My Brother’s Keeper 
initiative.

As part of their mission to advance the My Brother’s Keeper 
initiative, SUNY Old Westbury and the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Brookhaven National Laboratory held the Main-
taining Momentum: From High School to College event at 
the College for more than 150 students from Westbury and 
beyond. The event followed up on a day of mentorship and 
engagement in science held at Brookhaven Lab last month, 
and provided an opportunity for the students to meet faculty 
and student researchers, tour key campus facilities and learn 
about important programs available to support their future 
academic interests.

The participating students—most from economically challenged, diverse high schools on Long Island and New York 
City—were paired with college and career mentors to expose them to the skills and tools needed to advance to postsec-
ondary education or training, and encourage them to reach for their full potential. At the same time, the Brookhaven 
Lab and SUNY Old Westbury mentors’ goal was to raise awareness and interest in studies in the science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) fi elds.

“It was imperative for us at the College to sustain the re-
lationships we made with these young men and women at 
Brookhaven Lab during our fi rst event to create the type of 
impactful partnership that My Brother’s Keeper inspires,” 
said SUNY Old Westbury President Calvin O. Butts, III, 
who provided the event’s welcoming remarks. “It was an 
honor to have such eager minds on our campus learning 
from leaders in the STEM industries, and we hope to wel-
come them back as students in the years to come.

The day’s program included tours of the SUNY Old 
Westbury campus, presentations from current student-
researchers, and an overview of the College’s Science and 
Technology Entry Program (CSTEP), the state-funded ini-
tiative providing services to historically underrepresented 
students interested in STEM and licensed professions. Old 
Westbury’s award-winning CSTEP program provides par-
ticipants with academic advising, research and internship opportunities, enrichment and developmental workshops, 
among other benefi ts.

My Brother’s Keeper is a public-private initiative launched by President Obama in February 2014 to address persistent 
opportunity gaps faced by young men of color and to ensure that all young people can reach their full potential. Sup-
ported by the White House, several departments of government, and many foundations and corporations, this long-
term program joins federal, state and local government agencies with businesses, educational institutions and founda-
tions, who together are taking important steps to connect young people to mentors, support networks and the skills 
they need to succeed.

Students check out a 3D printer

























April 22, 2016 4:37 PM     By Scott Eidler   scott.eidler@newsday.com

Months after signing pledges to apply to college, Roosevelt High 
School’s senior class gathered Friday to share good news with their 
classmates at the school’s fi rst annual college signing day.

“College can be for anyone,” senior Kaela King told her classmates after 
announcing she would attend SUNY Old Westbury. “You don’t have to 
work for minimum wage.”

Graduating students came up to the microphone in the auditorium one 
by one and announced their school of choice and intended major as 
11th and 12th grade students cheered. Each student who participated 
signed a class banner and received a certifi cate.

The event was part of Michelle Obama’s Reach Higher Initiative, which 
seeks to inspire students to continue their education after graduating 
high school.

Not all students had made a decision yet, but about 100 announced 
plans to attend a variety of colleges, including the University of Albany, 
New York Institute of Technology, Penn State and Howard University.

Interim Superintendent Marnie Hazelton said that while she was happy 
to see the seniors moving on, Roosevelt would always welcome them 
back with open arms.

“We are proud of you and we support you. We know you are going to go 
onto great things,” she told the students. “And we are here with you until 
the end.”

Roosevelt High School fetes 
college-bound seniors

“College can be for anyone,” senior Kaela King told her classmates after 
announcing she would attend SUNY Old Westbury. “You don’t have to
work for minimum wage.”



WOMEN HAVE BEEN TRYING TO WIN 
THE PRESIDENCY FOR 144 YEARS

HISTORIANS TELL US WHY WE NEVER HAD A FEMALE COMEDIAN, STOCKBROKER, 
LAWYER, SENATOR, OR CONGRESSWOMAN IN THE WHITE HOUSE
       
by JAIME FULLER    4/14/2016

It’s been 144 years since the fi rst woman ran for president in the U.S. — which, if you’re doing the math in your head right now, was a while before women 
gained the right to vote in 1920. Since then, many more have run, and every single campaign reached the same fate.

Victoria Woodhull was the fi rst, in 1872. Belva Ann Lockwood became the second person to run, in 1884. Two decades after the 19th Amendment was ratifi ed, 
America got its fi rst female joke presidential candidate, when Gracie Allen, of the comedy duo Burns and Allen, decided to run. In 1964, Maine senator Mar-
garet Chase Smith became the fi rst woman to campaign for the Republican presidential nomination. In 1972, already an election year crammed with historical 
highlights, Representative Shirley Chisholm became the fi rst woman and African-American to run for the Democratic nomination.

We talked to Amanda Frisken, an associate professor at SUNY Old Westbury and author of Victoria Woodhull’s Sexual Revolution; Jill Norgren, author of 
Belva Lockwood: The Woman Who Would Be President; broadcast radio historian Elizabeth McLeod; Margaret Chase Smith Library director Dr. David 
Richards; and Shola Lynch, who made the fi lm Chisholm ’72: Unbought & Unbossed, about these campaigns at this moment, when no woman has ever been 
so close to a presidential nomination. Discussing these races, it’s easy to remember why some moments in history never feel too far away — because, in many 
cases, we’re still grappling with their echoes.

How do you decide to run for president when no one has done it before?

Amanda Frisken on Victoria Woodhull, the fi rst woman to run

Woodhull nominated herself by letter to the New York Herald, with the backing of some friends and people she 
worked with. She was known at the time as the fi rst woman, with her sister, to open a brokerage fi rm. She was 
only 34, and so in fact ineligible to run. It was clear that many people just assumed she was a crackpot. Also, there 
were plenty of people who thought women working on Wall Street was unsavory. So she already had a very public 
reputation.

How did the media treat them?

Frisken, on Woodhull

The most famous cartoon was the one where Woodhull was depicted as Mrs. Satan. If you google it, you see that 
she had big black wings with spikes on them, and horns on her head. There was a woman behind her, carrying a 

drunken husband and all their belongings, and she said, “I’d rather travel the hardest path of matrimony than follow your footsteps.” That’s because Woodhull 
was an advocate of social freedom, or as it was called by its critics, free love. She criticized marriage, she was as advocate of divorce — in those days, women 
couldn’t get a divorce in New York unless they had been abandoned.

What were their campaigns like?

Frisken, on Woodhull

She liked to lead by example. I don’t think you can call it a campaign. Running for president was one of the many things she was doing. She was the head of a 
section of First International, which was a labor movement, she was still running her brokerage fi rm, and for a time, she had a very successful radical newspa-
per. She wasn’t doing things that we think of as campaigning. She was more interested in taking a dramatic stand to show what women could do. I don’t think 
she thought in a million years she could be president.

And how did their campaigns end?

Frisken, on Woodhull

This is one of the dramatic things Woodhull did. It’s very complicated. She found out a piece of information about one of the nation’s most famous Protestant 
ministers. He was the head of the Plymouth Church in Brooklyn. Henry Ward Beecher was a household name. In a lecture before the Spiritualists, she accused 
him of committing adultery. A couple months later she published that story in print. And that got her in trouble. Not for libel. A man named Anthony Comstock, 
you may have heard of him as the man who banned any conversation about women’s reproductive systems, anything that described what women’s bodies were 
like inside, for about 40 years, he had her arrested for obscenity. On Election Day in 1872, she was imprisoned.

What was the legacy of their campaigns?

Frisken, on Woodhull

She did not talk very much about her presidential campaign afterward. She became an icon of free speech. Her lecture tour in the mid-1870s was all about say-
ing there was a conspiracy afoot to keep them from talking about powerful men. She must have talked in 400 little towns over four years about inequality, free 
love, marriage, and about Beecher, but not about her presidential campaign. She was the fi rst woman who ever appeared before the House Judiciary Commit-
tee. In January 1871, she presented a theory of suffrage for women, the “New Departure” theory, which involved the 14th Amendment.

These interviews have been condensed and edited.

UPDATE (4/16/16, 12:15 p.m. ET): This post has been edited since publication to clarify the story of Victoria Woodhull.

CORRECTION (4/17/16 9:15 p.m. ET): Victoria Woodhull spoke before the House Judiciary Committee in 1871. An earlier version of this item misstated this 
date.

Woodhull Campaign

We talked to Amanda Frisken, an associate professor at SUNY Old Westbury and author of Victoria Woodhull’s Sexual Revolution; 
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Rahman Syed was waiting for his daughter by the sign for Jamaica Estates, 
the Queens neighborhood where Donald Trump grew up, so the two could 
vote together in New York’s primary on Tuesday.

He would not be choosing Trump.

“I’m going to go for Hillary,” said Syed, 61. “My senator.”

A registered Democrat, he still had questions about New York’s former sena-
tor, Hillary Clinton, especially her use of a private email server while she was 
secretary of state. And Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont stood for bettering 
the lives of the working class, which Syed considered himself. But he was 
not sure Sanders would be able to work with others to accomplish his goals.

“She has the most experience,” said Syed, a taxi driver who also owns one 
of New York City’s taxi medallions.

Ted Cruz Says Young Heckler Deserves a Spanking

His daughter, a business student at Baruch College and a fi rst-time voter, 
had tried to convince him to vote for Sanders even as he was hoping to 
change her mind — a generational gap that has been obvious throughout 
the primary season.

“We talk a lot,” he said.

Trump and Clinton cruised to victory in New York, where for the fi rst time in 
decades both the Republican and Democratic primaries were competitive. In 
the days leading up to the vote, the candidates had been emphasizing their 
ties to New York: Trump his real estate empire, started by his father and now 

encompassing Trump Tower, where he lives in Manhattan; Clinton her time 
as senator; Sanders his childhood home in Brooklyn’s Midwood section.

Trump’s boyhood neighborhood along Midland Parkway, a once mostly 
white area with large brick houses, is now surrounded by a more much di-
verse community scornful of his talk of expelling immigrants, building a wall 
on the border with Mexico and keeping Muslims out.

Syed said he thought Trump, whom he called a good businessman, was 
trying to rally the masses with his most extreme positions, which legally he 
would be unable to carry out. 

“I’m not that worried about him,” Syed said.

David Barrios, a 20-year-old student at New York City of Technology, said he 
disliked the way Trump targeted particular ethnic groups.

“The way he talks he sounds very ignorant,” Barrios said.

And he and Karmini Nakoo, 24 and a student at the State University of New 
York at Old Westbury, liked Sanders’ position on making tuition affordable.

“Bernie Sanders is looking out for the people,” Nakoo said.

But whether they would vote on Tuesday was unclear. Barrios was not sure 
he was registered in a party, which would make him ineligible in New York’s 
closed primaries. The large number of young people without a party affi lia-
tion was expected to be a particular problem for Sanders’ campaign, leaving 
aside the large number of voting problems reported around the city.
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