






Against the backdrop of its 50th anniversary, SUNY Old Westbury, a college 
founded during the height of the American civil rights movement, welcomed two 
icons of that age to campus to refl ect on the events of yesterday and forecast their 
ideas for tomorrow during “The Future of America: Race and Class.”

U.S. Representative John Lewis, recognized internationally for his work as a 
founder and chairman of the famed Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-
tee and for his ongoing commitment to equality and fairness, and Bill Moyers, an 
integral member of the administration of President Lyndon B. Johnson who went 
on to become among the nation’s most-respected journalists and commentators, 
regaled an audience of more than 400 students, faculty and friends of the College 
during their session in the John & Lillian Maguire Theater.

Moderated by Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist Les Payne, the event was held as 
part of the College’s 50th Anniversary programming, “A Celebration of Educational 
Leadership and Empowerment.”

The discussion between Lewis and Moyers ranged far and wide, from Lewis’ 
speech on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial as part of the 1963 “March on Washington,” to his thoughts as he crossed the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge during the famous march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, to Moyers’ insights on the behind the scenes discussions that took place 
in the White House as President Johnson and his staff watched news coverage of Lewis and his fellow activists.

“Part of the movement from its inception was to make it plain, make it real, for the whole nation and world to see,” said Lewis as he recounted 
the training in non-violence that saw him through lunch counter sit-ins and Freedom Rides. “We had to make it real and we felt that if we were 
true to the immutable principle and philosophy of peace and non-violence, the nation would respond.”

Often at odds with law enforcement during the peaceful protests organized by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, Lewis described 
for the audience his fi rst arrest, on February 27, 1960. “I grew up being told by my parents: ‘Don’t get in trouble,’” he said. “But when I was ar-
rested for the fi rst time, for sitting in at a Woolworth’s store waiting to be served, I felt free. I felt liberated. During the 1960s, I was arrested 40 
times, and since I’ve been in Congress I’ve been arrested fi ve more times, and I’m probably going to get arrested again for something.”

Moyers later described President Johnson’s response upon passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to the question of whether the new legisla-
tion would lead to the election of an African-American president in their lifetimes. “He said, ‘No, we’ll have a woman fi rst,’” said Moyers. “And I 
was wondering, wherever he is, what he was thinking in 2008 when Barack Obama beat Hillary Clinton during the election.”

Looking forward, Lewis addressed the students in attendance, saying his hopes for continued progress lied with them.

“I am very optimistic about the future,” he said. “As a people and as a nation, I am convinced we will get there and transform our country into a 
better place. We will lay down the burden of race, and if we can get it right, we will serve as a model for the rest of the world.”

Moyers noted he was less “hopeful” given the divisiveness of current political rhetoric and long-standing structural biases in America but urged 
students to be active in promoting change. “Never underestimate the power of your witness as young people,” said Moyers. “Never forget it 
takes courage on the ground to move others to act. Then it takes courage in leadership in politics to enable that courage to be vindicated and to 
lead to real change.”

In closing, Congressman Lewis noted: “At the March on Washington, I spoke about a revolution. There must be a revolution of values, a revolu-
tion of ideas. We must get people to move to that point. I’m convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt that we will see more African-Americans, 
more Latinos, more Asian-Americans coming into power and changing America forever. In the process, we can never lose hope, because when 
you lose hope, it’s like giving up.”

In discussing the day’s events, SUNY Old Westbury President Calvin O. Butts, III noted:

“I am proud we were able to have such a moving program that not only excite and inform our students about the history and ongoing trajectory of 
our nation, but that ties so well into the mission and values of our College,” said Dr. Butts. “Born out of the civil rights and human rights move-
ments, SUNY Old Westbury still stands strong for the equality of all and for social justice not only here at our college and across Long Island, but 
throughout the United States and the world.”
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American Campuses Act on Climate

On November 19th, 2015, the White House launched American Campuses Act on 
Climate (ACAC) initiative to amplify the voice of the higher-ed community in support of 
a strong international climate agreement in the United Nations COP21 climate negotia-
tions in Paris. The launch included a White House roundtable with campus and busi-
ness leaders, including school presidents and students, to highlight best practices to 
promote sustainability and address climate change on college campuses. Additionally, 
a live-streamed conversation with EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy also energized 
young people to achieve ambitious climate goals on their campuses and push for in-
creased global action.

As of December 10, 318 colleges and universities representing over 4 million students 
have demonstrated their commitment by joining the American Campuses Act on Cli-
mate Pledge. Modeled on theAmerican Business Act on Climate Pledge, it comple-
ments any previous pledges or commitments institutions might have already. The 
pledge reads:

“As institutions of higher education, we applaud the progress already made to promote 
clean energy and climate action as we seek a comprehensive, ambitious agreement at 
the upcoming United Nations Climate Negotiations in Paris. We recognize the urgent 
need to act now to avoid irreversible costs to our global community’s economic pros-
perity and public health and are optimistic that world leaders will reach an agreement 
to secure a transition to a low carbon future. Today our school pledges to accelerate 
the transition to low-carbon energy while enhancing sustainable and resilient practices 
across our campus.”

 

Schools standing behind ACAC pledge:

238. The College at Old Westbury (SUNY)

Interested schools should email Outreach@ceq.eop.gov for instructions on how to join. 
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A tri-state con-
nection may soon 
unravel the mystery 
of mitochondrial 
disease – a potential 
breakthrough for 
patients with type 2 
diabetes, Alzheimer’s 
disease and a host of 
other life-threatening 
conditions.
Headquartered 
in South Dakota, 

MitoGenetics LLC – brainchild of former Iowa State University 
researcher William Switzer – is knee-deep in lab work at Broad 
Hollow Bioscience Park in Farmingdale, where it enjoys the ben-
efi ts of Empire State Development’s Start-Up NY tax-incentives 
program.
The company’s Broad Hollow research, according to CEO Marcia 
Hendrickson, could soon rewrite medical texts regarding malfunc-
tioning mitochondria, tiny bacteria-based structures that share a 
symbiotic relationship with human cells.
Quick biology lesson: Thousands of mitochondria live in every 
cell, each containing over 16,000 base pairs, the building blocks of 
the DNA double helix. Those base pairs form genes and proteins 
primarily responsible for turning glucose into adenosine triphos-
phate, the so-called “molecular unit of currency” that essentially 
fuels cellular reactions.
When the mitochondria malfunction, the cells mutate, leading to 
any number of potentially serious disorders. As a large energy 
consumer, the human brain is especially susceptible to mitochon-
drial disease, leading to a high association with Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s disease and other neurodegenerative conditions. The 
mitochondrial focus on glucose also leads to a high percentage of 
diabetes diagnoses.
Other mitochondrial-related conditions include heart, liver and kid-
ney diseases; gastrointestinal and respiratory disorders; and a host 
of maladies with symptoms ranging from muscle failure to sight 
and hearing problems.
Switzer launched MitoGenetics in 2010 specifi cally to develop 
pharmaceutical therapies for misbehaving mitochondria. In his 
mid-80s at the time, Switzer was friends with SUNY College at 
Old Westbury neuroscience professor George Stefano, who agreed 
to take the mitochondrial baton and run with it.
Through a sponsored research agreement, Stefano – now a Mito-
Genetics vice president – led years of research at Old Westbury. 
By 2013, the work seemed promising enough to start taking the 
business side a little more seriously. Enter Hendrickson, a microbi-
ologist, CPA and self-described “corporate clean-up person.”
Hendrickson had spent nine years as the founding director of the 
Enterprise Institute, a South Dakota-based business accelerator that 
helps researchers commercialize technology by focusing on fund-
ing, IP and strategic planning.
As a veteran “restructurer of companies,” as she put it, the scien-
tist/accountant knew immediately that MitoGenetics had the goods.
“I could tell the Old Westbury team was brilliant, and I could see 
where the science was heading,” Hendrickson told Innovate LI. 

Farmingdale’s MitoGenetics team.

“If their theories were right and their early science was right, they 
could do astounding things for health.
“The mitochondria are really the drivers of our health,” Hen-
drickson added. “If they could actually do something to keep the 
mitochondria healthy and functioning properly, it would be a real 
blockbuster.”
To accommodate the new CEO, MitoGenetics’ headquarters was 
“moved” to South Dakota. The meat of the business, however, 
remains on Long Island, and in March shifted to Broad Hollow, 
where 11 researchers led by Stefano are now “refi ning” a therapeu-
tic compound that should be ready for human trials in 2016.
With a patent pending, the company has already scored with inves-
tors. So far, it’s raised about $6 million in venture capital, includ-
ing buy-ins from South Dakota-based angels familiar to the CEO 
and multiple individual Long Island investors. It’s now embarking 
on a $2 million funding round that will cover the early human trials 
and the toxicity studies that precede them.
“It will pretty much be spent in New York,” Hendrickson said of 
the $2 million, which MitoGenetics would like to raise by March. 
“It will all be spent on the science.”
The Start-Up NY designation, Hendrickson noted, has been a big 
help for a company whose M.O. from the start has been spending 
on the science.
“It effectively helps us get more cash into the hands of scientists, 
because we don’t have to pay those taxes,” she said.
Ever more importantly, the Start-Up NY designation helps le-
gitimize Switzer’s startup – a critical differentiator, Hendrickson 
added, for a company that’s been completely investor-funded to 
date, sans private or government grants.
“It shows the world that the State of New York is investing in Mi-
toGenetics,” she said. “It gives us much more credibility.”
Hendrickson said she would be happy to pitch the Long Island 
Angel Network – “if they’re interested” – and any other potential 
investor eager to learn more about the company’s research and 
business plan. Whoever does or doesn’t get on board, however, 
Hendrickson is confi dent that her company will raise that $2 mil-
lion and begin human testing in the next several months, starting 
fi rst with type 2 diabetes patients.
How long those trials will last and when researchers may move on 
to other mitochondrial disease-related disorders “are among the 
questions we’re fi guring out now,” Hendrickson said, though the 
CEO is already predicting a fully commercialized MitoGenetics 
therapeutic remedy by 2020.
“That’s really not that long, in pharmaceutical-company terms,” 
she noted. “We’re pretty far down the science road already, and 
we’ve already got pharmaceutical companies talking to us.
“We understand this is still a high-risk investment, which is why 
we’re using a lot of smaller angel investments,” Hendrickson 
added. “We don’t expect somebody to put $500,000 into the com-
pany at this point. But whoever does invest … is buying into what 
will be some of the biggest blockbuster drugs ever to come out of 
Long Island.”
TOPICS:George StefanoMarcia HendricksonMitoGeneticsNews-
William Switzer

A Fix For Malfunctioning Mitochondria
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Wayne Edwards Gives Rare Glimpse into Music Industry from 
Black Executive Perspective
Author introduces debut book, ‘Can’t Touch This.’

BRONX, N.Y. (PRWEB) November 18, 2015 --  Author Wayne Edwards served as an executive in the 
music industry for many years, responsible for bringing MC Hammer’s “Please Hammer, Don’t Hurt 
‘Em” album to Capitol Records. Now, in his debut book, “Can’t Touch This: Memoir of a Disillusioned 
Music Executive” (published by AuthorHouse), Edwards gives readers a rare look into the music in-
dustry from the eyes of a black executive.
“There was a story that needed to be told about the music industry from the perspective of a senior 
level black executive,” Edwards explains.
The book chronicles the success of CBS Records’ Black Music Marketing Division and offers humor-
ous and sometimes frightening insights into behind-the-scenes celebrity and executive experiences. 
As Edwards’ memoir, “Can’t Touch This” brings his unique perspective and knowledge of the music 
industry to the reader.
Edwards hopes readers will come to appreciate “the unique challenges facing black executives in 
corporate America.”
“Can’t Touch This” 
By Wayne Edwards 
Hardcover | 6 x 9 in | 204 pages | ISBN 9781504905961 
Softcover | 6 x 9 in | 204 pages | ISBN 9781504905978 
E-Book | 204 pages | ISBN 9781504905954 
Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble

About the Author 
As vice president of A&R, black music at Capitol Records, Wayne Edwards brought “Please Hammer, 
Don’t Hurt ’Em,” one of the best selling rap albums of all time, to the label. Edwards holds a doctorate 
in sociology from City University of New York. He now serves as vice president for student affairs at 
State University of New York’s College at Old Westbury. Edwards and his wife, Jeanne, live in New 
York City. They are the proud parents of a son and four daughters. This is his fi rst book.

AuthorHouse is an Author Solutions, LLC, supported self-publishing service providing book publish-
ing, marketing, and bookselling services for authors around the globe. Committed to providing the 
highest level of customer service, AuthorHouse’s team provides guidance throughout the process. For 
more information or to publish a book, visit authorhouse.com or call 1-888-519-5121. For the latest, 
follow @authorhouse on Twitter.
Contact Information
Marketing Services
AuthorHouse
+1 888-519-5121



Harbor Country Day School Student Named Long 
Island Young Scholar of Mathematics
By Long Island News & PR       Published: November 30 2015   

St. James, NY - November 30, 2015 - Harbor Country Day School announced that Michael Doboli, 
a seventh grader at the St. James independent school, has been named a Long Island Young 
Scholar of Mathematics. A Smithtown resident, Michael is one of only 84 students island-wide to 
be granted this prestigious honor and ranks among the top one-tenth of one percent of all Long 
Island seventh graders.

To qualify as a Young Scholar of Mathematics, Michael participated in 60 hours of rigorous math-
ematic curriculum over the course of 20 weeks at the Institute of Creative Problem Solving for 
Gifted and Talented Students at The College at Old Westbury. The Institute accepted Michael from 
among more than 600 nominees island-wide. The Institute’s curriculum includes topics such as 
advanced algebra and geometry, discrete math, number theory and probability and statistics, as 
well as selected applications of mathematics taken from science and engineering.

“Everyone at Harbor Country Day is so incredibly proud of Michael,” said John Cissel, Harbor 
Country Day Head of School. “Since he joined our school in fi fth grade, Michael has been an 
exceptional student. His curiosity, natural desire to learn and love of math are the reasons for his 
success in this subject. He is a wonderful role model for his peers and the younger students here 
at Harbor. It has been a true pleasure watching him grow and develop his passion for numbers 
through the years. I’ve no doubt that he has a wonderful future ahead of him.” 

Since the Institute was founded in 1992, many of its graduates have gone on to compete in 
national and international math, science and engineering contests and to win prestigious awards 
such as the Intel and Siemens awards in math, science or technology. 

About Harbor Country Day School

Founded in 1958 by conscientious parents, Harbor Country Day School is an independent, co-educational day school for children from preschool 
through 8th grade situated in St. James’ Village of Head of the Harbor. The school employs a whole-child approach to education, wherein its 
rigorous curriculum is supported by a broad program in its academic, athletic, advisory, and visual and performing arts departments designed 
to develop all aspects of each child’s talents and interests. Harbor Country Day School’s summer camp program, Camp Harbor, is among the 
leading summer camp programs on Long Island. The school’s mission to “cherish childhood, cultivate wonder, and inspire confi dent learners and 
leaders” underscores every child’s experience at Harbor Country Day School and ensures that all of its graduates are prepared to lead fulfi lling 
lives fi lled with wonder, confi dence, and many successes.

Harbor Country Day School is chartered by the New York State Board of Regents and is accredited by and a member of the New York State As-
sociation of Independent Schools (NYSAIS).  It is a non-sectarian, nonprofi t organization under section 501(c) (3) of the IRS Code governed by a 
self-perpetuating board of trustees.  For more information, visit www.hcdsny.org.  

About the Institute of Creative Problem Solving for Gifted and Talented Students The Institute of Creative Problem Solving for Gifted and 
Talented Students was founded in 1992 to enhance the problem solving skills of exceptionally talented students using advanced mathematics 
and creative thinking. Since its inception, more than 1,500 students in grades fi ve through ten have benefi ted from the Institute. The Institute is 
tuition-free, providing equal access to all qualifi ed students from Long Island and promoting underrepresented populations in the mathematics, 
science and engineering fi elds. The Institute is supported by the Nassau County Mathematics Teachers Association, the Suffolk County Math-
ematics Teachers Association, the Nassau County Interscholastic Mathematics League, the Nassau County Association of Mathematics Supervi-
sors, MoMath (Museum of Mathematics), and the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary and Middle Schools.

Michael Doboli of Harbor Country Day School in top 
echelon of all seventh graders across Long Island
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LIBRARY NEWS

Seaford library board to welcome new trustee

Margaret Grub will become the newest member of the Seaford 
Public Library’s Board of Trustees. The board held a special meet-
ing on Dec. 1 to fi ll the position being vacated at the end of the 
month by Stephen Gaughran.

Three candidates applied for the position. Upon completion of 
personal interviews with each candidate, the board conducted ex-
tensive deliberations and unanimously selected Grub, who will fi ll 
out the term which expires on June 30, 2016.

Grub previously ran for the library board in April, placing second 
out of three candidates.

“Ms. Grub will be a terrifi c addition to the board with her very 
extensive educational and community resume,” said library board 
President Peter Ruffner. “I am very confi dent that she will do a 
wonderful job representing the Seaford taxpayer.”

Grub, who has lived in Seaford for more than 40 years, received her bachelor’s degree from SUNY Old West-
bury and her master’s from the New York Institute of Technology. Before retiring from the New York City 
Board of Education, Grub originally taught at the elementary level and later served as an assistant principal. 
She is also active with the Friends of the Seaford Public Library, the American Cancer Society and the Susan 
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.

Said trustee Patricia Coughlin, “Ms. Grub is very dedicated to the library as exemplifi ed by her volunteer 
work on a number of community committees the board has established such as for the re-designed website 
and the bathroom reconstruction projects.”

Grub will be formally sworn in at the Jan. 11 meeting of the Board of Trustees. The public is invited to attend.

Keywords

Seaford, Seaford Public Library, Library Board, Board of Trustees, Peter Ruffner, Trustee, Margaret Grub, 
Library

Margaret Grub



WHO’S NEWS: Ashley Monroe joins Irongate 
Management, WY appoints Ariel Salama
BY REW  NOVEMBER 12, 2015

Gettry Marcus CPA, P.C. announced the addition of three new professionals 
to the fi rm.

Robert LaSpina, CPA, a resident of Bellmore, New York, is a Manager in the 
Accounting and Audit Group, and is based out of the Firm’s Woodbury, New 
York headquarters. He has almost 20 years of experience performing audits, 
reviews and compilations of private companies in various niche industries, 
including real estate, food, and apparel to name a few. He will be working 
with the fi rm’s Real Estate Group. Prior to joining the fi rm, LaSpina was an 
Audit Manager at Buchbinder Tunick & Co. LaSpina is a graduate of St. 
Johns University, receiving a B.S. (cum laude).

Jeffrey Lefcort, CPA, a resident of New York City, is a Senior Accountant 
with over 5 years of experience and is based out of the Firm’s New York City 
offi ce. Prior to joining the fi rm, Lefcort was employed by Elliot Horowitz & 
Co. Lefcort is a graduate of Indiana University where he was twice acknowl-
edged as a peer tutor of the month.

Jared Solensten, a resident of Smithtown, New York, is a staff accountant at 
their Firm’s Woodbury, New York headquarters. Prior to joining the fi rm as a 
full-time employee, Solensten was an intern at Gettry Marcus while he com-
pleted his Master’s Degree in Accounting from the State University of New 
York at Old Westbury, where he received a Certifi cate of Academic Achieve-
ment. Additionally, Solenstein, was awarded a B.M. (Bachelors of Music) 
degree from the University of Connecticut as a magna cum laude.



Kiwanis hosts Islam expert
Published 2:01p m, Tuesday, November 24, 2015

New Canaan Kiwanis recently 
hosted New Canaan resident Shek-
aiba Wakili-Bennett, a documentary 
photographer, who presented a ver-
sion of the “Islam 101” talk she often 
gives to U.S. high school students to 
expand understanding of Islam.

The presentation spotlighted the his-
tory of Islam, its similarities to Judeo-
Christian religions, and the impor-
tance of working together to promote 
peace.

Bennett received a Bachelor of Arts 
in Visual Arts from State University of 
New York, College at Old Westbury, 
and a Master of Arts in Education fromTeachers College Columbia University. She 
holds a Permanent Teacher’s Certifi cation in Art Education K-12th grades. Bennett has 
taught in high schools in New York City, Long Island, and has been a guest lecturer at 
numerous colleges and universities. She is an exhibited photographer, whose work has 
appeared in the American Museum of Natural History, Tribes Gallery, The Cathedral of 
Saint John the Divine, Gruss Center for Visual Arts, Gallery Arts India and Graphic Eye 
Gallery.

Bennett’s work has also been featured in The New York Times, Newsday, NY ARTS, 
PBS, Town & Country Magazine, and several books.

She is the co-chair of the United Nations Committee of New Canaan, a non-profi t hu-
manitarian organization and a coordinator for the New Canaan International Ladies 
Group.

To learn more about the U.N. Committee of New Canaan, visit http://www.uncommit-
teeofnc.org.

Photo: Contributed / Contributed Photo
Doug Stewart, from left, Shekaiba Wakili-Bennett and Ann Wronski at a 
recent New Canaan Kiwanis luncheon at the Roger Sherman Inn.





National Association of Basketball Coaches, Women’s 
Basketball Coaches Association and Allstate Announce 
Record 257 Nominees to Good Works Teams
Press Release | Wed Dec 2, 2015 9:00am EST

In its fourth year, the Allstate NABC and WBCA Good Works Teams® recognize players at all levels of college basketball who have 
made outstanding contributions in the areas of volunteerism and civic involvement. From establishing nonprofi ts that provide youth with 
the necessary tools to become leaders of tomorrow, to raising awareness around pertinent issues that could save lives, these student-
athletes exhibit leadership skills both on and off the court.

“The 2016 Allstate NABC and WBCA Good Works Teams® nominees are truly inspirational and their stories of service are a great 
example of the impact young people can make by dedicating their time and energy to do good,” said Thomas Clarkson, president of the 
west territory for Allstate Insurance Company and a member of the 2016 NABC and WBCA Good Works Teams® selection panels. “For 
the fourth year, Allstate is honored to join the NABC and WBCA to recognize these student-athletes for their leadership off the court to 
help make a difference.”

The 154 NABC nominees and the 103 WBCA nominees were submitted by sports information directors and college basketball coaches 
across the country. From the nominations, special voting panels, headlined by former Duke University basketball athlete, two-time 
NCAA® champion and seven-time NBA All-Star Grant Hill, and former University of Tennessee basketball athlete, NCAA champion and 
WNBA legend Tamika Catchings, will select two 10-member teams comprised of fi ve student-athletes from the NCAA Division I level 
and fi ve student-athletes from Divisions II, III and the NAIA. The fi nal roster of 20 award recipients will be unveiled in February.

“The Allstate WBCA Good Works Team® is a nationally recognized award that continues to honor an impressive group of student-
athletes who strive to better our society through service efforts.  The WBCA family of coaches celebrates all the women’s and men’s 
basketball student-athletes who demonstrate a respect for the power of sports coupled with the responsibility to give back to others,” 
said WBCA Executive Director Danielle Donehew. “The WBCA is proud to partner with Allstate and commends the recognition of these 
remarkable student-athletes for their signifi cant humanitarian contributions.”

Members of the Allstate NABC Good Works Team® will be invited by Allstate, an offi cial corporate partner of the NCAA, to the 2016 
NABC Convention and 2016 NCAA Men’s Final Four® in Houston, where they will participate in a community service project benefi t-
ing the city. Members of the Allstate WBCA Good Works Team® will be recognized during the 2016 WBCA Convention and at the 2016 
NCAA Women’s Final Four® inIndianapolis, and will also participate in a local volunteer project. Allstate is an offi cial corporate partner 
of the NABC, WBCA and NCAA.

“Once again as we have a record number of nominees for the Allstate Good Works Teams, it’s very evident that our men’s and women’s 
student-athletes in college basketball are unselfi sh and unwavering in their commitment to service,” said Jim Haney, executive director 
of the NABC. “From global initiatives in third-world countries to feeding the hungry and sheltering the homeless around their own com-
munities, these young men and women are very deserving of the recognition that Allstate provides with this exemplary program.”

In addition to Clarkson, Hill and Catchings, the 2016 Allstate NABC and WBCA Good Works Team® selection panel members include: 
former college basketball student-athletesClark Kellogg (Ohio State University / CBS Sports), and Alana Beard (Duke University); media 
members Seth Davis (Sports Illustrated/CBS), Dana O’Neil (ESPN), Carolyn Peck(ESPN) and LaChina Robinson (ESPN/FOX); former 
head coaches Bobby Cremins(Georgia Institute of Tech/College of Charleston), Seth Greenberg (Virginia Tech University), Marsha 
Sharp (Texas Tech University) and Nell Fortner (Auburn University); and current college basketball coach Coquese Washington (Penn 
State University).

Since 2008, Allstate has partnered with the American Football Coaches Association (AFCA) as a sponsor of the Allstate AFCA Good 
Works Team®, which shines a spotlight on the positive, off-the-fi eld impact college football student-athletes have on their communities.

More information about the Allstate NABC Good Works Team® and the Allstate WBCA Good Works Team® is available at www.nabc.
org and www.wbca.org. 

The following student-athletes have been nominated for consideration to be named to the 2016 Allstate NABC Good Works Team®:

NCAA Divisions II, III and the NAIA
SUNY Old Westbury – Raven Pentz



Alexander Hamilton High Grad Robinson 
Earns Spot on Skyline Honor Roll
By Sandra Diamond Fox 1 2/26/2015  SPORTS

ELMSFORD, N.Y. -- SUNY Old Westbury women’s basket-
ball guard Jasmine Robinson, a graduate of Alexander Hamil-
ton High School in Elmsford, was named to the Skyline Con-
ference Weekly Honor Roll after leading the Panthers to a 3-0 
week.

The junior earned a spot on the Skyline Conference Weekly 
Honor Roll for games played Dec. 7-13, announced by league 
offi cials recently.

The weekly honor was Robinson’s third of her career.

Robinson, a native of Greenburgh, averaged 20.7 points, 
5.0 steals, 3.0 assists and 3.0 rebounds game in three games 
played last week. She led Old Westbury to a 71-66 road win at 
Mount St. Mary (Dec. 8) with game highs of 24 points (9-of-
18 FG, 5-of-6 FT) and eight steals.

Robinson followed with 17 points, (7-of-12 FG, 3-of-4 3FG), 
three steals, three rebounds and one block in the 80-47 win at 
Yeshiva (Dec. 10).

She closed out the week with game highs of 21 points (9-of-21 FG) and four steals in addition to con-
tributing fi ve rebounds and four steals to the 66-63 victory over Mount St. Vincent (Dec. 12).

On the season, Robinson is averaging a team-leading 16.0 points and 4.3 steals while contributing 2.6 
assists and 2.4 rebounds in 24.4 minutes per game. She is also shooting 39.5 percent (35-of-114) from 
the fi eld and 23.3 percent (7-of-30) from 3-point territory.

Robinson ranks among the conference leaders in scoring (fourth), steals (fi rst), assists (sixth), fi eld 
goal percentage (10th) and three-point fi eld goal percentage (10th).

SUNY Old Westbury’s Jasmine Robinson, a graduate of Alexander 
Hamilton High School, has been leading the college women’s basket-
ball team this season. Photo Credit:Provided



Old Westbury’s Lackerson earns Skyline 
honor
Posted: Thursday, December 3, 2015 1:43 pm

SUNY Old Westbury men’s basket-
ball senior guard Keith Lackerson 
was named to Skyline Conference 
Co-Player of the Week on for his 
on-court performance for games 
played November 23-29.  

The Brooklyn native netted a 
21-point performance in a 76-64 
Skyline Conference opening win 
against St. Joseph’s (L.I.) on No-
vember 24.  Lackerson was 6-of-12 
from the fi eld, including 4-of-4 from 
three-point range and 5-of-7 from 
the foul line.  He also produced 
10 rebounds, three assists, one 
block and one steal.  In the win, he 
posted his fi rst career double-double in addition to recording career-highs in 
points and rebounds.  

Lackerson entered the week averaging 10.0 points, 5.7 rebounds and 2.7 
assists per game.  He has hit 83.3 percent (5-of-6) of his shot attempts from 
three-point range on the year. 

Courtesy of Old Westbury Sports Information

 Keith Lackerson
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