






Rep. Steve Israel (D-Dix Hills) announced Thursday that the National Science Foundation is awarding 

$296,189 to SUNY Old Westbury to fund improvements to its science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics programs.

The state university will receive the funding over a three-year period, starting this school year, for a 

project that will seek changes in the curriculum to create a more customized teaching approach for its 

STEM students, a news release from the school said.

“Preparing the next generation of researchers, physicians and scientists is a critical need as our nation 

and world continue to grow more complex,” SUNY Old Westbury President Calvin Butts III said. “With 

this funding, we will be able to test new, creative approaches for improving STEM learning and learning 

environments, focused on the learning occurring in our chemistry laboratories. By challenging students 

to work independently in a project-oriented environment, and to think critically as scientists, our faculty 

expect to identify new methods to ensure the students’ knowledge-based understanding grows.”

The project will aim to replace the “cookbook-style” approach to lab teaching with methods driven by 

the students’ own scientific questions, said Ruomei Gao, associate professor of chemistry.

Gao is the primary investigator for the project, and one of the ways it may tailor the educational 

experience is by incorporating student-designed assignments into curriculums, the release said.

“Our objective is to study creative approaches for improving STEM learning and learning environments, 

with a focus on a research-rich and a skills-rich chemistry laboratory curriculum,” he said.

Also working on the project are two professors of chemistry, Judith Weinstein-Lloyd and Duncan 

Quarless Jr., and an assistant professor, Bright Emenike. The English department and College Writing 

Center will offer input to improve instruction on scientific writing.

The grant is part of a $5 million award from the National Science Foundation to Long Island institutions, 

including SUNY Old Westbury. The Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory received $4,616,755 for a plant 

genetics study to yield new crop varieties, and a web developer, Applied Visions Inc., received 

$162,262 for a cybersecurity education program.

“These National Science Foundation grants are proof positive of Long Island’s continued leadership as 

a center of innovation and research,” Israel said. “This investment will allow for key research across a 

variety of scientific fields and will help promote economic growth on Long Island. Congratulations to 

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, SUNY Old Westbury and Applied Visions Inc. for their fine work to 

receive these grants.”
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SUNY Old Westbury School of Business Students
Receive Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarships
Written by Allison Gayne  |  12. October 2016

Old Westbury, NY ­ October 11, 2016 ­ SUNY Old Westbury School of Business Students Adan Velasquez and Magdalena Zielinska
were  each  recently  awarded  Nicholas  Maletta  Memorial  Scholarships  from    Teachers  Federal  Credit  Union  (TFCU),  one  of  the
country’s largest credit unions.

Reflecting TFCU’s  ongoing  efforts  to  provide  support  and encouragement  to  local  students within  the  communities  it  serves,  this
year’s Nichola Maletta Memorial  Scholarships were  given  to  Velazquez  of Huntington,  a  senior,  is majoring  in  finance who  is  a
graduate of John Glenn High School, and Zielinska of Lindenhurst, a sophomore accounting major who is a graduate of Lindenhurst
High School.

Nicholas Maletta, for whom this scholarship is named, began serving on TFCU’s Board of Directors in 1983. In 1991 he was elected
Vice Chairman, a position he held until his passing  in 2012.  In  recognition of his 29 years of selfless volunteer work,  the $5,000
Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship Award was established for students who have graduated from a Long Island high school and
who are enrolled in SUNY Old Westbury’s School of Business.

“The recipients of the two TFCU Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship awards are impressive students. They are both on the the
road to achieving their educational goals. We, at TFCU, celebrate the academic accomplishments of Adan and Magdalena and wish
them well as they prepare for their future careers in the world of business and finance,” said Robert G. Allen, President/CEO of TFCU.

SUNY Old Westbury students applying for the Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship must be enrolled in a degree program of the
School of Business and meet other criteria. Applicants must submit an original essay of a minimum of 500 words, on the following:
Describe the most challenging obstacle you have faced, what you did to overcome it, and what you have learned from the experience.

For information about Teachers Federal Credit Union community outreach and its products and services, please call (631) 698­7000
or visit www.teachersfcu.org.

Teachers Federal Credit Union (TFCU), one of the country’s largest credit unions, is a full­service, not­for­profit financial institution. 
TFCU was founded on Long Island in 1952 and now has over $5 billion in total assets, serves more than 265,000 members and has
25  full­service  branches  throughout  Long  Island  including:  Amityville,  Bay  Shore,  Brookhaven National  Laboratory,  Central  Islip,
Commack, East Northport,  Farmingville, Hauppauge, Holbrook, Huntington, Manorville, Merrick, Nesconset, North Babylon, North
Massapequa, Oakdale, Patchogue, Port Jefferson Station, Riverhead, Rocky Point, Selden, Shirley, Smithtown, South Setauket, and
Wading River. Members also have access to services at more than 5,000 shared service centers located across the country. TFCU
offers financial services to all people and businesses located in Nassau and Suffolk counties. More  information  is available about
TFCU by visiting www.teachersfcu.org or by calling (631) 698­7000.
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Huntington, N.Y., October 11, 2016 – Teachers Federal Credit Union (TFCU), one of the country’s largest 
credit unions, presented one of two $5,000 Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship Awards to SUNY Old Westbury 
Student Adan Velasquez of Huntington, a senior majoring in finance who is a graduate of John Glenn High School. 
The scholarship reflects TFCU’s ongoing efforts to provide support and encouragement to a local student within the 
communities it serves.

Nicholas Maletta, for whom this scholarship is named, began serving on TFCU’s Board of Directors in 1983. In 1991 
he was elected Vice Chairman, a position he held until his passing in 2012. In recognition of his 29 years of selfless 
volunteer work, the $5,000 Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship Award was established for a student who has 
graduated from a Long Island high school and who is enrolled in SUNY Old Westbury’s School of Business.

“Adan is a worthy recipient of the TFCU Nicholas Maletta Scholarship Award. Now a senior, I am sure Adan is 
working diligently to complete his course work to earn his graduate degree. We, at TFCU, celebrate Adan’s 
academic accomplishments and wish him well as he pursues his career in business and finance,” said Robert G. 
Allen, President/CEO of TFCU.

SUNY Old Westbury students applying for the Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship must be enrolled in a degree 
program of the School of Business and meet other criteria. Applicants must submit an original essay of a minimum 
of 500 words describing the most challenging obstacle they have faced, what they did to overcome it, and what they 
have learned from the experience.

For information about Teachers Federal Credit Union community outreach and its products and services, please 
call (631) 698-7000 or visit www.teachersfcu.org

Teachers Federal Credit Union (TFCU), one of the country’s largest credit unions, is a full-service, not-for-profit 
financial institution. TFCU was founded on Long Island in 1952 and now has over $5 billion in total assets, serves 
more than 265,000 members and has 25 full-service branches throughout Long Island including: Amityville, Bay 
Shore, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Central Islip, Commack, East Northport, Farmingville, Hauppauge, 
Holbrook, Huntington, Manorville, Merrick, Nesconset, North Babylon, North Massapequa, Oakdale, Patchogue, 
Port Jefferson Station, Riverhead, Rocky Point, Selden, Shirley, Smithtown, South Setauket, and Wading River. 
Members also have access to services at more than 5,000 shared service centers located across the country. TFCU 
offers financial services to all people and businesses located in Nassau and Suffolk counties. More information is 
available about TFCU by visiting www.teachersfcu.orgor by calling (631) 698-7000.

-END-

PHOTO CAPTION: Pictured from left to right is SUNY Old Westbury School of Business Student Adan Velasquez 
of Huntington, who was recently awarded the $5,000 Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship, being 
congratulated by TFCU President/CEO Robert G. Allen. The educational scholarship reflects TFCU’s ongoing 
efforts to provide support and encouragement to local students within the communities it serves.
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Westbury, N.Y., October 11, 2016 – Teachers Federal Credit Union (TFCU), one of the country’s largest credit 
unions, presented one of two $5,000 Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship Awards to SUNY Old Westbury 
Student Magdalena Zielinska of Lindenhurst. A sophomore and accounting major, Zielinska is a graduate of 
Lindenhurst High School. The scholarship reflects TFCU’s ongoing efforts to provide support and encouragement 
to local students within the communities it serves.

Nicholas Maletta, for whom this scholarship is named, began serving on TFCU’s Board of Directors in 1983. In 1991 
he was elected Vice Chairman, a position he held until his passing in 2012. In recognition of his 29 years of selfless 
volunteer work, the Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship Award was established for a student who has 
graduated from a Long Island high school and is enrolled in SUNY Old Westbury’s School of Business.

“TFCU acknowledges the outstanding academic accomplishments of Magdalena. She is diligently working hard in 
her studies in preparation for a career in the world of business and finance,” said Robert G. Allen, President/CEO of 
TFCU.

SUNY Old Westbury students applying for the Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship must be enrolled in a degree 
program of the School of Business and meet other criteria. Applicants must submit an original essay of a minimum 
of 500 words, on the following: Describe the most challenging obstacle you have faced, what you did to overcome it, 
and what you have learned from the experience.

For information about Teachers Federal Credit Union community outreach and its products and services, please 
call (631) 698-7000 or visit www.teachersfcu.org

Teachers Federal Credit Union (TFCU), one of the country’s largest credit unions, is a full-service, not-for-profit 
financial institution. TFCU was founded on Long Island in 1952 and now has over $5 billion in total assets, serves 
more than 265,000 members and has 25 full-service branches throughout Long Island including: Amityville, Bay 
Shore, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Central Islip, Commack, East Northport, Farmingville, Hauppauge, 
Holbrook, Huntington, Manorville, Merrick, Nesconset, North Babylon, North Massapequa, Oakdale, Patchogue, 
Port Jefferson Station, Riverhead, Rocky Point, Selden, Shirley, Smithtown, South Setauket, and Wading River. 
Members also have access to services at more than 5,000 shared service centers located across the country. TFCU 
offers financial services to all people and businesses located in Nassau and Suffolk counties. More information is 
available about TFCU by visiting www.teachersfcu.orgor by calling (631) 698-7000.
-END-

PHOTO CAPTION: Pictured from left to right is SUNY Old Westbury School of Business Student Magdalena 
Zielinska of Lindenhurst, who was recently awarded the $5,000 Nicholas Maletta Memorial Scholarship, being 
congratulated by TFCU President/CEO Robert G. Allen. The educational scholarship award reflects TFCU’s 
ongoing efforts to provide support and encouragement to local students within the communities it serves.
ices at more than 5,000 shared service centers located across the country. TFCU offers financial services to all 
people and businesses located in Nassau and Suffolk counties. More information is available about TFCU by 
visiting www.teachersfcu.orgor by calling (631) 698-7000.
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GCHS junior is Siemens Semifi nalist for second time
2016-10-28 / School

On October 18th Garden City High School Junior Brandon Gong, pic-
tured here with science research teacher Dr. Steven Gordon and Principal 
Nanine McLaughlin, was named a 2016 Semifi nalist in the prestigious 
Siemens Competition in Math, Science, and Technology.

Approximately 2,200 students from 46 states, Washington D.C., and 
seven international sites entered this year’s competition. Only 500 were 
selected as International Semifi nalists. Among this select group of win-
ners are students from specialized magnet schools for math, science & 
technology, and close to 20 public school districts in Long Island.

Amazingly, this is the second consecutive year Brandon has been select-
ed as a Semifi nalist. “I’m relieved, amazed, and very grateful to Drs. Gordon and Zhu,” shared Brandon upon learning he 
was named a Semifi nalist. “It’s a good feeling to know that all the hours of work have been recognized.” Dr. Wei Zhu is a 
Natural Sciences professor at SUNY Old Westbury. He has mentored Brandon since Brandon began his science research 
projects in Garden City Middle School.

Brandon’s project was entitled: “Reduction of amyloid mediated lipid peroxidation and cytotoxicity by Helianthus tuber-
ous (Jerusalem Artichoke): A potential new disease-modifying therapeutic for Alzheimer’s disease.” Translation: Brandon 
and his partner Aric Zhuang from Great Neck South, discovered that leaf extract from the Jerusalem Artichoke reduced 
the toxic protein amyloid in human nerve cells and in fruit fl ies predisposed to the disease. Research has been focused on 
amyloid since the breakdown of this protein is suspected of playing a major role in Alzheimer’s disease.

“It was pretty exciting doing all the prep work for our project,” Brandon explained. “We had to tweak the concentrations 
of the extract to fi nd the most effective solution. Once we had the results for the human nerve cells, we worked with the 
fruit fl ies. They also showed a positive amyloid reduction, as well as an increase in life span.”

“This is the second year in a row that Brandon has been awarded the Semifi nalist title,” said science research teacher Dr. 
Steven Gordon. “This distinguishes Brandon as the fi rst student in Garden City High School history to have achieved a 
repeat win in the Siemens Competition.”

Natural Sciences professor at SUNY Old Westbury. He has mentored Brandon since Brandon began his science research
projects in Garden City Middle School.

d Zhu,”

Andy Aledort will be heading up The Dandy Men on July 29

Dr. Wei Zhu is a 
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