"Where there is no vision, the people perish. Sonetines, as we try
to reach for the objectives that our people deserve, there are
those of limted horizons who seemto believe that we are asking
too much or speaking too boldly."

The C arence Mtchell, Jr., Synposium
"His Struggle for Racial Equality"”
Tuesday, January 30 - February 2, 2001

The Pur pose:

To pronote the critical study of the works and contri butions of
Clarence Mtchell, Jr., who got the Legislative Branch to join the
Judi ci al Branch and Executive Branches in uphol ding the
Constitution for the protection of the rights of African Anericans
and others victins of discrimnation. The synposi um seeks to
awaken interest in the legislative struggle as essential to
under st andi ng the broader scope of the civil rights novenent
within the constitutional context of America's egalitarian

pri nci pl es.

The Man:

Clarence Mtchell, Jr. was NAACP | abor secretary from 1946 to 1950
and director of the NAACP Washi ngton Bureau from 1950 to 1978,
when he retired. During that period, he was also |egislative
director of the Leadership Conference on Cvil Rights, a coalition
of civil rights, labor, religious, fraternal and civic

organi zations that worked with the NAACP to w n passage of civi
rights laws. Born in Baltinore in 1911, he achieved a | egendary
reputation in Washi ngton, D.C. that earned popul ar recognition as
the "101st senator.”

The M ssi on:

The synposiumw || bring together sone of those who knew and
wor ked closely with himin the halls of power in Washington to
assess and critique his vast legacy in an effort to provide a
better appreciation for the continuing struggle to inplenent,
preserve and strengthen the products of the novenent.

The progranmis main theme is the extent to which Mtchell achieved
t he enbodi nent of his humanitarian and egalitarian phil osophy
t hrough the | egislative process.

It is designed to:

B Broaden awareness of the inportance of Mtchell's role and
contributions as a civil rights |obbyist and | eader.

B Encourage scholarly studies of the historical foundations of
the civil rights | aws passed by congress.



B Encourage appreciation for the need to perserve and strenghten
Mtchell's | egacy.

B Devel op a broader understandi ng of and appreciation for the
NAACP' s egalitarian phil osophy as essential to strengthening
America' s denocracy.

B Encourage the conprehensive teaching of civil rights history at
all levels of education.

Who shoul d attend?

M Scholars in history, political science, |law, and socia
scienti sts.

B Juni or and senior high school and coll ege students.

B Curriculum pl anners.

| nf or mati on:

For information about the program sessions or speakers contact
prof essor Denton L. Watson, Anerican Studi es Departnent, SUNY
College at O d Westbury, at (516) 876- 3393, (516) 546-3381, or by
e-mai | at: watsond@l dwest bury. edu or Denni ewat son@ol . com

For registration information, contact the Ofice of Bursar: (516)
876-3168.

For extended background on Mtchell and his works, please see:
Lion in the Lobby, Carence Mtchell, Jr.'s Struggle for the
Passage of Civil Rights Laws, by Denton L. Watson (Mrrow, 1990).

Regi stration
Fill out and mail the Registration formw th your paynent to:

Bursar/ C arence Mtchell, Jr. Symposium
Canpus Center Room|1-104

SUNY Col l ege at A d Westbury

Box 210

New York 11568-0210

Transportation and Conference Information:
The three airports serving Od Westbury are LaGuardia, JKF, and
MacArt hur .

Local :

Henpst ead Transporation: 1-800-424-5559
From JFK, to LaCuardi a MacAr t hur
Li ncol n $50 $60
Linmo (can hold 3) $75 $85
Van (can hold 11) $90 $90

M ni bus (hol ds 17) $200 $250



Al'l Island Taxi Service: 1-800-545-4551

JFK Airport: $32 and $3 for an additional person( up to 3)
LaGuardia Airport: $30 and $3 for an additional person (up to 3)
MacArt hur Airport: $55 and $3 for an additional person (up to 3)

Alternate forns of transportation are:
Antrak to Penn Station in New York City.

G ey- hound Bus
To Port Authority in New York City, possibly connecting to
Henpstead on Long I sl and.

Long I sl and Railroad
From Penn Station to Hicksville, and taxi fromthere to the SUNY
A d West bury canpus.

Hot el Accommodati ons: *

Long Island Marriott, Uniondale ($139) 1-800-228-9290

Hol i day | nn, Westbury, ($134) 1-800-465-4329

Complinmentary shuttle service will be provided between the AQd
West bury canpus and hotel .

* indicate Carence Mtchell, Jr, Synmposuim

Cl arence Mtchell, Jr., Synposium

The sSynposi um IS structured on
consecutive panels with people who knew
and worked closely with Mtchell or are
famliar wth his works. Each panel
will permt audi ence parti ci pation
through a question and answer period.
On the evening preceding the first
session, there will be the opening of
an exhibition of pictures of Mtchell
with others wth whom he worked and a
selection of his nenentos. A video of
two of his oral history interviews wll
be shown.

Cl arence Mtchell, Jr.



Regi strati on Fornt piease PRINT the foll owi ng information:

Nane (first, |ast)

Organi zation/Institution

Tel ephone ( ) Fax ( )

Addr ess

Cty State Zi p

E- mai |

Pl ease CHECK ALL itens that apply to your registration. TOTAL the costs

Prof essional wth neals (continental breakfast, hot |unch and dinner.)

Early Professional Registration — before Jan. 15, 2001 — 1 day $115.
Early Professional Registration — 2 days $157.
Late Professional Registration — after Jan. 15, 2001 - 1 day  $142.
Late Professional Registration — 2 days $186.
3" Day — No Registration fee required — Breakfast & Lunch $ 25.
St udent *
_ Early Registration — before Jan. 15, 2001 - 1 day $ 10.
with meals $ 49 2 days with neals $ 88.00
Late Student Registration — after Jan. 15, 2001 — 1 day $ 15.
with neals (1 day) $55 2 days with nmeals $95. 00

*jidentification required
Mail to: Bursar/Clarence Mtchell, Jr., Synposium CC Room 1-104
SUNY Col I ege at O d Westbury, Box 210, New York, NY 11568-0210

00
00
00
00
00

00

00

Program Organi zed by: Prof. Denton L. Watson

Edi t or
Cl arence Mtchell, Jr., Papers
Suite E-115

SUNY Col l ege at O d Westbury
ad Westbury, NY 11568-0210

Phone: 516-876-3393
E-mail: wat sond@l dwest bury. edu




Program
Clarence Mtchell, Jr., Synposium
“H's Struggle for Racial Equality”

January 30 to February 2, 2001
(I'nconpl ete List of Participants)

Tues. Jan. 30
2:30 -- Registration

2:30 — Exhibition

Amrelie A Wallace Gallery -- pictures of Mtchell wth other
hi storical figures, letters and historical nenentos, as well as of
those of his wife Juanita and nother-in-law Lillie My Jackson,
both of whom desegregated Maryl and

The exhibition is open during the synposium

4.30 - 7:00 p.m -- Maguire Theatre
Wl come: Dr. Onita Estes-Hi cks, Chair, English Language Studies

Synposi um Overview. “Clarence Mtchell, Jr., the Man and H s
M ssi on”

Prof. Denton L. Watson, project director/editor, C arence
Mtchell, Jr., Papers.

Addr ess
Dr. Calvin O Butts, 111, President

Reception in Canpus Center Atrium
Al'l panel discussion sessions will be held in the Maguire Theater.

Wednesday, Jan. 31
8:00 -- Registration

8:45 - 9:45 a.m - “Renenbering Daddy and H s Wrks,”
M chael B. Mtchell, and Dr. Keiffer J. Mtchell, sons, on the
| egacy of their famly in Maryl and

9:45 — 10:30 a.m Readi ngs
“I'n Mtchell’'s Wrds” Charles Turner, dramati st

10:45 - 11:45 a. m
Keynote --




12:15 - 2 p.m
Lunch
Speaker - -

2:30 - 5 p.m -- "Clarence Mtchell, Jr., the NAACP, and the
Leadership Conference on GCvil Rights”

The role of the coalition as Mtchell’s vehicles for achieving
change

Panel i sts: Hon. Nathaniel R Jones, U S. Court of Appeals,

Ci ncinnati; Ralph Neas, former executive director, LCCR, Yvonne
Price, legislative aide to Mtchell; WIlliamL. Taylor, general
counsel, LCCR

Moder at or: Wade Henderson, Esq., executive director, LCCR

5:30 - 7:00 p.m Dinner

7:30 - 9:00 p.m “The Role of Congress in Ensuring Raci al
Equality in Such Areas as Title VI and School Desegregation.”

The struggle to enact the Powel|l Amendnent barring discrimnation
in federal spending required special political forces and
strategies to succeed. Are Mtchell's strategies applicable today,
and what are possible ways in which he woul d have sought to
strengthen the law s enforcenent to renedy historical wongs?

Panel : Leon Panetta, director of the Ofice of Gvil Rights,
departnment of Health, Education and Welfare, Ni xon Adm nistration;
M chael H. Sussnan, attorney

Moderat or: Dennis Courtland Hayes, general counsel, NAACP

Thursday, Feb. 1

8 - 10:00 a.m Registration

8:45 - 11:45 a.m "The Role of the Executive Branch in
Strengthening the Constitutional Prom se of Equality -- Is There a
Better Way than Affirmative Action?”

The historical roots of the equal enploynent struggle beginning
with the Fair Enploynent Practice Committee and how we got to the
current imnpasse



Panel : Attorney Ceneral Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, the Johnson
adm ni stration; Wade Henderson, Esq., executive director,
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights; Leonard Garnment, Wite
House civil rights liaison, N xon Adm nistration; Ransey C ark,
Attorney Ceneral - Johnson Adm nistration

Moderator: Dennis Courtland Hayes, general counsel, NAACP

12:15 - 2 p.m Lunch
Speaker - -

2:30 - 5:00 p.m -- "Judicial Interpretations of Mtchell's Legacy
on Cvil R ghts Law'

Federal Courts of Appeals Judges Nat haniel R Jones; Matthew J.
Perry, Jr., United States District Court, Colunbia, South
Carolina; Elaine R Jones, Esq., President and Director/counsel,
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.

Moder at or: Jack G eenberg, forner director/counsel of the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educati onal Fund

5:30 - 7 p.m Dinner

7:30 - 9:00 p.m "Clarence Mtchell, Jr., the Man and the
Lobbyi st ™

Personal recollections of some who worked closely with Mtchel

Panel : Gamen Cunni ngham forner secretary, NAACP Washi ngt on Bureau,;
Evel yn Harvey, forner secretary, NAACP Washi ngt on Bureau;
Congressman Peter Rodino; Sen. Charles MG Mathias; Joseph R L.
Sterne, former editorial page editor, The Baltinore Sun; John G
Stewart, legislative aide to Sen. Hubert H. Hunphrey

Moderator: Dr. Genna Rae McNeil, professor, Departnent of History,
University of North Carolina

Friday, Feb. 2

8:00 -- Registration

8:45 - 10:45 a.m “Scholarly Interpretations of Mtchell's Wrks"

An exam nation of the inpact of the legislative struggle on the
civil rights novenent



Panel : Dr. Tinothy N. Thurber, assistant professor of History,
SUNY GCswego; Dr. Patricia Sullivan, WE.B. Du Bois Institute for
Afro- Aneri can Research, Harvard University; Dr. John Wllertz,
prof essor of Hi story, Saginaw Valley State University

Moderator: Dr. John H Bracey, Jr., Afro-Anerican Studies
Department, University of Massachusetts Amherst

12:15 - 2 p.m Lunch
Speaker: Revent Adel ai de Sanford

"Clarence Mtchell, Jr.'s Legacy and Equal OCpportunity in
Educat i on"

2:30 - 3:45 p.m "Od Wstbury's Role in Forging a Meani ngful
Partnership with Metropolitan-area School s"

Di scussions will be conducted agai nst the historical backdrop of
the struggle for equal education opportunity

Panel : Dr. Constance R Cark, superintendent, Westbury Union Free
School District; Dr. Les Black, superintendent, Brentwod School
District; Dr. Al dustus Jordan, Associ ate Dean, School of Medi cine,
Suny at Stony Brook

Moderator: Dr. Ruby Sprott, Teacher Education, SUNY College at AOd
Vst bury

3:45 to 4:30 p.m Questions and answers

4:30 - 5:00 p.m Sunmation and C osi ng Renmark

Dr. Aubrey W Bonnett, vice president of Academic Affairs, SUNY
A d West bury



